
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF APRIL 5, 2018 

 

The Work Session of April 5, 2018 was called to order at 6:33 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli, and the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment period of the meeting. 

 

John Schmidt, a Haddonfield resident, commented that the Commissioner’s article in The 

Haddonfield Sun did not speak to the fact that senior housing could be put in on the 

Bancroft property.  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that this has always been the idea 

for that location.  Mayor Rochford pointed that there are some misunderstandings about 

senior housing versus age targeted housing.  Commissioner Moscatelli reviewed the 

history of this issue, as well as the recent discussions with Mr. O’Neill, the developer who 

had purchased the property from Bancroft originally.  He noted that the developer only 

wants townhouses with either master suites on the first floor, or units with elevators to a 

second master suite on the second floor. 

 

Kathy Freeman, Chestnut Street, talked about the issues on the Historic Preservation 

Commission (HPC), where applications are being put on the agenda even though they 

are not complete.  She noted that the checklist may be done, but items are still missing.  

She understands that people are working very hard in the Construction Office, but she is 

concerned that decisions are being made without having all the information.  She 

appealed to the Commissioners to get this issue corrected.  The appointments to the 

board were discussed in very general terms.  She then referenced the missing documents 

from the HPC’s page of the website.  She also stated that she believes that there are 

things being done that have not gone before the Board for approval; that enforcement 

is an issue.  She mentioned the steps at Remington & Vernick as an issue, where the risers 

were shown to be constructed with brick, but that is not was actually done.  The 

Administrator noted that it is the HPC Consultant that determines what is placed on the 

agendas, but that everything goes through the Construction Office.  The Solicitor 

commented that it is the obligation of the client or their attorney to make sure that their 

applications are complete when submitted.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked if the 

Construction Office inspects items that the HPC has approved, to which the Administrator 

replied that they do not do so if it is not on a construction permit.  Discussions were held 

on how this could and should be handled.  It was agreed by everyone that this is a difficult 

situation to be dealt with.  The Mayor noted that there are both long term and short term 

solutions that are being looked at for this issue. 

 

Mr. Schmidt and Ms. Freeman left the meeting at 6:56 p.m. 

 

The Administrator advised that the notice regarding the completion of the Financial 

Disclosure Statements for the current year would be sent out shortly.  The statements are 

due by the end of this month. 

 



The Commissioners were reminded that the MEL Safety-Elected Officials Training Seminar 

still needed to be attended by the Commissioners.  It was noted that the seminar can 

also be taken online. 

 

The General Event Permit Application for the July 3rd Fireworks was reviewed.  It was noted 

that the event had already been approved at the last Commissioner Meeting for the 

downtown use.  The Administrator noted that holding this downtown will cost the Borough 

more because of Police and Fire personnel.  The amount of the increase in cost was 

reviewed.  Commissioner Kasko asked why it was not back at the high school.  Mayor 

Rochford replied that both the public and Celebrations Association liked it held 

downtown.  Commissioner Moscatelli suggested discussing the higher costs with 

Celebrations Association and how best to handle them versus what the borough already 

gives them.  The Commissioners agreed to talk with Celebrations.  It was agreed that the 

Administrator would meet with them, along with the Police Chief and the Mayor.  

Commissioner Moscatelli suggested organizing with the Dept. of Public Works (DPW) 

about trash removal, which will also increase the costs.  He also suggested reaching out 

to PfH to see if there was something else they would like to have included since residents 

will be downtown already. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli then provided an update on the Board of Education’s (BOE) 

resolution regarding the land swap for Radnor Field and the Hopkins Parcel.  The 

Commissioners reviewed various restrictions that they would like to include for the Hopkins 

Parcel; i.e. no lit fields, HPC restrictions, and if the BOE determined they no longer wanted 

the property that it would go back to the Borough.  Discussions were held regarding 

environmental issues on the properties involved.  It was noted that if the BOE wished to 

utilize Cooley Hall they would need to accept it as is.  If not, there is money budgeted for 

its demolition.  The Administrator also updated the Commissioners on the Lullworth Hall 

sub-division, which will be roughly one acre.  This sub-division will have to go through the 

State Historic Preservation Office.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked if any of this would 

affect the Green Acres Funding from the State.  The Administrator replied that it does not.  

A resolution does need to be added to the agenda to amend the open space portion 

of the master plan.  Other than that we are in good shape to move forward.  It was noted 

that the Borough’s match for the $1.5 million in grants will come from our Open Space 

Fund. 

 

A donation of two replicas of painting from the Philadelphia Museum of Art was 

discussed.  The Commissioners agreed that they should be given to the Library.  The 

Solicitor will review whether or not a resolution would be required to accept these.  

 

The Administrator advised the Commissioners that after the recent decision of the Hillside 

application by the Zoning Board (ZB), she had a discussion with the ZB solicitor on what 

our options were to make the board realize that the Commissioners made changes to 

the ordinances for a reason.  It has been decided to do an education program with the 

board members so that they understand what is behind these new ordinances.  It was 

agreed that Commissioner Moscatelli would handle the program. 

 

The April 10th agenda was reviewed.  No changes were made at this time. 

 



Commissioner Kasko advised that the last PfH meeting had been cancelled. 

 

At 7:47 p.m. Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion to go into closed session to discuss 

a new lawsuit regarding Bancroft from residents, the stormwater lawsuit, personnel and 

negotiations for the Bancroft Developer.  Commissioner Kasko second the motion, which 

was approved unanimously. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 9:38 p.m.  

 

The Administrator reviewed updates to the current Open Space & Recreation Plan from 

2008.  She noted that this will add the Radnor Field to the “Identification of Parcels” 

section of the document.  This will have to go before the Planning Board for confirmation 

and then back to the Commissioners for final approval.  After a review of the other 

parcels in that list, the Commissioners agreed to make no further changes.  The Action 

Plan portion of the Plan was then discussed.  The Commissioners agreed to the 

amendments made by the Administrator.  A resolution would be added to the April 10th 

agenda for this document. 

 

The Borough Solicitor left the meeting at 9:41p.m. 

 

The 2018 draft budget document was then reviewed by the Administrator.  The 

Commissioners specifically discussed the effect of the road program spending on the 

budget.  They agreed that more discussion is needed on this before an introduction at 

the April 24th meeting. 

 

At 10:10 p.m. Commissioner Kasko made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was 

seconded by Commissioner Moscatelli.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


